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Partnership Committee

LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE
THURSDAY, 16 JUNE 2022 AT 7.30 PM
Present: Councillors

C Palmer (Chair)
T Morris
S Hemmings
S Owen
A L Dodwell
V Harvey
K Ferguson
D Bowater (Vice-Chair)

Also in attendance:

M Saccoccio, Town Clerk
M Jahn, Committee Officer
S Sandiford, Deputy Town Clerk

Joining remotely:

L

Members of the public:
Members of the press

L Carver, Director of Place and
Communities, Central Bedfordshire
Council
S Hughes, Community Engagement
Manager, Central Bedfordshire Council
Gennaro Borelli, LB First

0
0

159/LLP APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR FOR 2022-2023
It was proposed and seconded that Councillor C Palmer be appointed Chair
of the Committee for 2022-2023. There were no further nominations.
RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Palmer Chair of the Partnership
Committee for the municipal year 2022-2023.
Councillor Palmer took the Chair.
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Leighton-Linslade Town Council and
Central Bedfordshire Council working in
partnership

160/LLP APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR FOR 2022-2023
It was proposed and seconded that Councillor D Bowater be appointed Vice
Chair of the Committee for 2022-2023. There were no further nominations.
RESOLVED to appoint Councillor D Bowater Vice-Chair of the
Partnership Committee for the municipal year 2022-2023.
161/LLP APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F Kharawala,
Councillor E Wallace, Councillor T Stock and Tricia Humber (Community
Forum).
162/LLP DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Harvey declared a personal interest as a member of South
Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth and Councillor Palmer as a member of
the Friends of Leighton Linslade in Bloom.
163/LLP QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (3 minutes per person; maximum 15
minutes)
There were no questions from the public.
164/LLP MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
(a)

The Committee received the draft minutes of the Partnership
Committee meeting held on 21 April 2022.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Partnership Committee meeting
held on 21 April 2022 be approved as a correct record and were signed
accordingly.
(b)

The following updates were given and noted from the previous
meeting.

150/LLP Place Shaping and Delivery – no update had been received from
Sam Caldbeck, Central Bedfordshire Council regarding the Government’s
UK Shared Prosperity Fund and a request was made for a written answer to
be sent to the Town Clerk for circulation to the Committee. Sarah Hughes
would take this request back to Sam Caldbeck.
151/LLP Partnership Project List – the Committee requested that a second,
more detailed response on this from Central Bedfordshire Council be added
to the work plan for September 2022. A request was also made for an
update on S106 for East of Leighton Linslade to be added to the workplan
for the September meeting, although it was noted that a presentation on this
had previously been made to committee in September 2021.
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154/LLP Central Bedfordshire Council Update Report – it was queried
whether there were any updates from Central Bedfordshire Council
regarding Schools for the Future, the future of traffic management in the
High Street and cleanliness of the taxis within the town centre. Councillor
Dodwell advised there was no update in respect of the Leighton-Linslade
cluster and that as soon as there was any further information, this would be
advised. The suggestion was made to include these as standing agenda
items.
165/LLP SECRETARIAT
Members unanimously agreed that Leighton-Linslade Town Council be
appointed secretariat for the 2022-2023 municipal year, in accordance with
the committee Terms of Reference.
RESOLVED that Leighton-Linslade Town Council be appointed
secretariat for the 2022-2023 municipal year.
166/LLP PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UPDATE
The Committee received a verbal update on the public realm improvement
project.
The Town Ranger model had been followed with Central
Bedfordshire providing the capital and Leighton-Linslade Town Council
providing the teams and equipment which could be offered to Parish
Councils at cost. The Committee heard about some of the equipment which
had been purchased and the work which had been undertaken to date,
such as graffiti removal and street cleaning. Equipment would be available
to smaller parish councils in a self-contained trailer unit containing a range
of tools, from litter pickers to more advanced equipment. A suggestion was
made for the Town Council to host an open day for Parish Councils to show
what equipment and services were available to them.
RESOLVED to note the information.
167/LLP CENTRAL
BEDFORDSHIRE
DIRECTORATE

PLACE

AND

COMMUNITIES

Lorna Carver, Director of Place and Communities at Central Bedfordshire
Council gave a presentation and overview on the Place and Communities
directorate including some recent projects and initiatives across Central
Bedfordshire. The Central Bedfordshire strategic plan set out principles of
economy, fairness, sustainability and place-based, with which to deliver the
vision of “a great place to live and work”. The five priorities set out in the
plan were: “delivering quality housing”, “creating opportunities for rewarding
work”, “making the best use of resources”, “improving educational
achievement and progress” and “enabling people to live their best lives”.
The goal was to ensure that major development and infrastructure projects
delivered the maximum environmental and infrastructure gains.
A question was asked about whether it was possible to enter into dialogue
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with Central Bedfordshire Council about how these overarching objectives
could translate into specific projects addressing areas affecting LeightonLinslade. It was noted that many issues (such as regeneration of land
south of the High Street, the shape of the future High Street, policing and
healthcare facilities) were complex and required discussion and
collaboration. A question was posed about whether structures could be put
in place to allow greater collaboration between councils on a strategic and
practical operational level.
RESOLVED to note the information.
168/LLP TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE REPORT INCLUDING AREAS REQUESTED
FOR COLLABORATION WITH CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL
The Committee received a report which outlined a brief summary of recent
and current Town Council activity and projects, across all service areas, for
information. The report also listed a number of areas in which greater
collaboration with the principal authority was requested.
It was agreed that Central Bedfordshire officers would develop a response
to the report and look at how the strategic objectives of both councils might
align.
RESOLVED:
(a)
(b)

To note the report.
To note the comments relevant to Central Bedfordshire Council,
in particular the highlighted areas for collaboration.

169/LLP COMMITTEE OBJECTIVES AND WORK PLAN
The Committee received a report which outlined a brief summary of recent
and current Town Council activity and projects, across all service areas, for
information. The report also listed a number of areas in which greater
collaboration with the principal authority was requested.
It was agreed that Central Bedfordshire officers would develop a response
to the report and look at how the strategic objectives of both councils might
align.
RESOLVED:
(a) To note the report.
(b) To note the comments relevant to Central Bedfordshire Council, in
particular the highlighted areas for collaboration.
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170/LLP STANDING ITEMS
(a) CBC Councillors – no updates
(b) LLTC updates – no updates

171/LLP CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE LEISURE CENTRE CONSULTATION
A motion was submitted by Councillor C Palmer and seconded by
Councillor V Harvey in respect of the future of the Tiddenfoot Leisure
Centre site, given the current consultation on proposals to build a new
leisure centre to the east of the town. The Motion requested that
consideration be given for the continued use of Tiddenfoot Leisure Centre
as a community leisure facility.
RESOLVED that the following recommendations be conveyed to
Central Bedfordshire Council on behalf of the Leighton-Linslade
Partnership Committee:
(a) That serious consideration be given, following the consultation
period to the case for the continuation of Tiddenfoot as a leisure
facility with such management and organisational changes as may
be necessary for this to be feasible.
(b) That in the event that such continuation does not prove practical,
consideration be given to the continuation of such facilities which
may be able to continue in use for the community whether through
transfer to third parties or agreement with Cedars Upper School to
minimise the disbenefits to the local and surrounding community.
(c) That in the event of a more general closure of Tiddenfoot as a
Leisure Centre, a commitment be given to its continuation as a
community hub with consideration being given to the functions it
might perform under this heading, in consultation with the
community.

172/LLP ITEMS FOR REQUESTING ATTENTION BY CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE
COUNCIL
Concerns were raised regarding on-street car parking on Fraserfields Way
and on Stoke Road (relating to the Sunday car boot sale) which caused
visual obstruction and danger to other road users. These concerns could be
discussed at the Planning & Transport Committee.
RESOLVED to note the information.

The meeting closed at 9.58 pm.
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I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 16 JUNE 2022.

Chair

1 SEPTEMBER 2022
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