LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF COMMUNITY SAFETY SUB COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, 6 APRIL 2022 AT 1.30 PM

96/CS

Present: Councillors

A Dodwell
D Bowater (Vice-Chair)
R Berry
J Silverstone (Chair)
V Harvey
R Goodchild

Also in attendance:

M Saccoccio, Town Clerk
S Sandiford, Deputy Town Clerk
Acting Inspector G Twyford (Beds Police)
PSO E Weedon (Beds Police)
PCSO R Carne (Beds Police)
Stephen Swain, Groundworks (joining remotely)
Cllr T Morris
Two representatives from Bletchley and Milton
Keynes Lions Club

Members of the public:

0

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors A Gray, R Yates, P Carberry and F
Kharawala and from Sgt A French of Bedfordshire Police.

97/CS

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No disclosable pecuniary interests were declared and no dispensations were
requested.

98/CS

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions from the public.

99/CS

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
(a)

The Sub-Committee received the draft minutes of the Community
Safety Sub-Committee meeting held on 18 October 2021.

Minute reference 91/CS: a comment was made that the statement that “not
all children most in need were engaged by the youth club run by
Groundwork” did not accurately represent the help given to many vulnerable
young people.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Community Safety Sub-Committee
meeting held on 18 October 2021 be approved as a correct record and
signed accordingly.
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There were no updates arising from the minutes but it was noted that
the January meeting of the sub committee had not been able to take
place due to high rates of Covid infection.

100/CS POLICING YOUR AREA LEGAL TOPIC NOTE
The Sub-Committee received a copy of Legal Topic Note 13 dated 10
February 2022, published by the National Association of Local Councils, as a
reminder of the legal powers and duties of local councils in respect of
community safety.
RESOLVED to note the legal topic note.
101/CS BLEED KITS - BLETCHLEY LIONS CLUB
By invitation, two representatives of Bletchley and Milton Keynes Lions Club
talked to the Committee about the work they were doing in providing “bleed
control kits” to venues in the local area, particularly venues open late at
night. This was an initiative through the Daniel Baird Foundation to help
reduce blood loss until medical help arrived, following incidents and
accidents. Kits could be provided to specific venues and could also be
housed within defibrillator cabinets.
The Lions Club offered to purchase at least six kits for use in LeightonLinslade if the Town Council was able to fund at least a further six. Kits cost
£80 each and user training was available online via a 15-minute video.
It was proposed and seconded that the Town Council purchase ten kits for
use in Leighton-Linslade. It was noted that some police vehicles already
carried similar kits. Local venues could include the police station, town centre
defibrillator units and the police could help identify other potential locations
by analysing assault data.
RESOLVED to purchase ten bleed control kits at £80 + vat each from
the Community Safety earmarked reserve 9042/920 for use in LeightonLinslade and to delegate to the Town Clerk authority to liaise with
Bedfordshire Police and the Bletchley and Milton Keynes Lions Club to
determine suitable locations.
102/CS OPERATION DODFORD
The Sub-Committee received a report on Operation Dodford activity,
reported crimes and antisocial behaviour during the period January – March
2022. Some types of crime had reduced but others had slightly increased
and this was reported to be a general trend following the opening up of the
community following the Covid pandemic.
A number of specific questions were asked and answered including recent
arson incidents, theft and violence potentially linked to the night time
economy, drug trafficking and its impact on young people. Bedfordshire
Police reported no concerns regarding gang related activity.
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In terms of antisocial behaviour, requests were made to follow up local graffiti
issues in Linslade and the issues arising from motorbikes and electric
scooters.
It was noted that the lighter evenings could lead to an increase in reports of
antisocial behaviour. It was noted that there was a widespread confusion
regarding e-scooters and requested whether clarification could be given on
what was and was not permitted.
A question was asked regarding homelessness and liaison between
Bedfordshire Police and Central Bedfordshire Council and a verbal update
given.
Discussion took place regarding car parking across pavements and a
request was made for greater enforcement. A/I Twyford agreed to issue
constables in Leighton-Linslade with ticket books. It was understood that the
power for PCSOs to do the same was in the gift of the Chief Constable but
noted that PCSOs in Hertfordshire were thought to have been granted these
powers.
RESOLVED to request the Town Clerk write to the Chief Constable and
the Police Crime Commissioner regarding granting of additional
powers to PCSOs.
RESOLVED to note the report.
The Sub-Committee received a draft Section 92 Grant Agreement for
Operation Dodford additional policing activity for the period 1 April 2022 – 31
March 2023. It was noted that the expenditure had been reduced to £30,000
for the year which more accurately reflected actual spend over recent years
and left £10,000 in the budget for additional community safety initiatives.
RECOMMENDED to the Policy and Finance Committee to recommend
to Council approval of the Operation Dodford agreement for 2022-23.
103/CS COMMUNITY SAFETY BUDGET
The Committee noted that up until 23 March 2022, a total of £17,376 had
been spent from the Community Safety budget 4400/410, leaving £22,624
available. This included billed hours for Operation Dodford up to and
including February 2022.
RECOMMENDED to Council that any underspend from the 2021-22
Community Safety revenue budget be transferred to the Community
Safety earmarked reserve.
The Committee considered a recommendation made by the Cultural &
Economic Committee on 7 March 2022 regarding funding delivery of schools
workshops by the Teenage Advice and Information Centre.
RESOLVED to allocate £3,880 from the Community Safety budget to
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facilitate the delivery of Schools Offer workshops to support prevention
activity, and for this funded work to commence in September 2022.
The Committee received a report from Groundwork seeking financial support
to expand current youth club activities across the summer (May to October).
The aim was to help engage the most vulnerable young people and to
reduce potential for antisocial behaviour over the summer months. It was
noted that in addition to this, the Police Crime Commissioner had agreed to
funding for further work with young people to be led by PCSO Rachel Carne.
The Sub-Committee agreed the scheme should be supported and requested
that monitoring activity should include, where possible, outcomes achieved
and value for money. It was suggested that antisocial behaviour incidents
over the period could be compared to previous years.
RESOLVED to provide funding of £6,509 from the Community Safety
earmarked reserve 9042/920 to Groundwork for the provision of biweekly youth club activities between May – October 2022.
104/CS CCTV & DEPLOYABLE CAMERAS
The Sub-Committee received reports of recorded CCTV incidents in Leighton
Buzzard during January and February 2022. These reports were publicly
available and published monthly on the Central Bedfordshire Council
website.
RESOLVED to note the CCTV reports.
105/CS "WATCH" SCHEMES UPDATE
A request was made as to whether a representative from Bedfordshire Police
could attend the next PubWatch meeting on 27 April.
It was noted that although the communication between shops, police and
CCTV control room continued, the ShopWatch group needed some support.
A request was made as to whether a representative from Bedfordshire Police
might be able to schedule a meeting and encourage scheme members to fill
the current vacant positions of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary to help get
the group operating more effectively again.
106/CS EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
There were no matters requiring exclusion of the public.
The meeting closed at 3.11 pm.
I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 6 APRIL 2022.

Chair

11 JULY 2022
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