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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Welcome to the Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel Masterplan.
This plan has been produced by the Greensand Trust with support from Central Bedfordshire
Council, Leighton-Linslade Town Council and BuzzCycles, the local cycling group for
Leighton-Linslade. Working together we have created a vision for a ‘Green Wheel’ of multifunctional access routes and green spaces around the community of Leighton-Linslade.
Creating a wildlife rich setting through attractive landscape corridors, the Green Wheel will
provide walking and riding access opportunities around the town. Many of the planned routes
will also provide opportunities for the less able to appreciate attractive and tranquil links to
their favoured destinations.
The Masterplan format is based on that developed by the Bedfordshire Rural Communities
Charity and Central Bedfordshire Council, and used as the agreed standard throughout
Central Bedfordshire.
The concept of a ‘Green Wheel’ around Leighton-Linslade, with a circular route running around
the outside of the towns (the outer rim) and ‘spokes’ linking the town centre to this rim (and
onwards to the surrounding countryside) has been long established, having first been
suggested in 2006/7 through the work of the Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group. The ‘Ouzel
Valley Park’ concept is based around a series of linear and linked greenspaces through the
centre of Leighton-Linslade, focused around the River Ouzel and the Grand Union Canal.
Such greenspaces include Tiddenfoot Waterside Park and the Ouzel Meadows in the south
and north respectively. Other important greenspaces that have subsequently been
developed/improved include:




Rushmere Country Park
Astral Park/Pratts Quarry
Linslade Wood

Leighton-Linslade also became one of the (previous) Government’s ‘Cycling Demonstration
Towns’ in 2008 and this not only resulted in major improvements to the town’s cycle
infrastructure, but also laid the foundations of good practice in route design and
implementation. It is important to ensure that all of these achievements and good practice are
built upon, and opportunities to take forward the development of the Green Wheel are
maximised, with resources are secured through a variety of means to plan, deliver and
maintain the Green Wheel.
The aim of this Masterplan is therefore to note the significant achievements to date and build
on this, bringing the Green Wheel concept right up to date and providing equivalent ‘status’ to
other Green Wheels in Central Bedfordshire. This will provide the impetus required to
complete missing sections and ultimately the whole of the proposed Green Wheel.
Everyone in the town of Leighton-Linslade is within half a mile of a significant
greenspace or the wider countryside. This means that walking or cycling should be
the priority mode of transport for such journeys.
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By delivering the Green Wheel vision we will greatly enhance public access and informal
recreation opportunities within a range of attractive settings around the communities, and
make walking and cycling an easy choice for as many people as possible. We believe that
the Green Wheel can benefit the whole community, improving health and fitness and
increasing enjoyment of the local countryside, by people of all ages and abilities.
The adopted version of this Masterplan will include a Foreword by the Rt Hon Andrew Selous
MP and endorsements from the Local Authorities.

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The production of this Draft Masterplan has been led by the Greensand Trust in partnership
with Central Bedfordshire Council, Leighton-Linslade Town Council and BuzzCycles (Cycling
Forum for Leighton-Linslade) under the direction of the Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group.

The funding for the development of this Masterplan has been provided by Central
Bedfordshire Council.
Maps used have been produced by the Bedfordshire Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring
Centre and BuzzCycles.

3 INTRODUCTION, BACKGROUND & SCOPE
The Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel is a long term vision to connect people with the
environment and encourage healthy lifestyles for all by linking publicly accessible routes and
green spaces around the constituent communities to create an ‘outer rim’ forming a complete
circuit around the town. This is complemented by a series of ‘spokes’ (linear paths and
corridors) leading from the town centre to this ‘outer rim’ (and beyond into the wider
surrounding countryside). The spokes are based on natural features, such as the Clipstone
Brook corridor, historic routeways such as the ‘Theedway’, or others such as the Grand Union
Canal towpath or green spaces. Unlike other Green Wheels in Central Bedfordshire, the
Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel will also have an ‘inner rim’, connecting places around the
town centre and linking these to the spokes and outer rim.
The key green space assets and definitive Public Rights of Way network in the parish are
illustrated in Figure 1 below:
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Figure 1: Green Spaces and Rights of Way in Leighton-Linslade
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An initial ‘masterplan’ for the Green Wheel was developed by the Greensand Trust and Central
Bedfordshire Council in 2008/9, and while routes proposed reflected the existing urban area
at that time, there was acknowledgement that significant urban expansion (over 2500 houses
to the south and east) was on the horizon, as Figure 2 illustrates.
Figure 2 – the ‘Original’ Green Wheel

In 2014 the Greensand Trust produced a ‘Green Infrastructure Plan for Leighton-Linslade’ (LL
GI Plan) which incorporated the Green Wheel concept at the heart of the proposed green
infrastructure network. Green Infrastructure is the term used to describe the network of green
spaces, routes and corridors, including accessible and non-accessible spaces and both
publicly and privately owned assets contributing to the landscape, biodiversity, historic
heritage and accessibility of an area. The proposed Leighton-Linslade Green Infrastructure
Network is illustrated in Figure 3 below:
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Figure 3 – the Leighton-Linslade Green Infrastructure Network
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Importantly, the LL GI Plan involved significant community and stakeholder organisation
consultation in the form of workshops and questionnaires, and these returned a significant
degree of support for the Green Wheel concept.
The scope and importance of the Green Wheel goes significantly beyond Green Infrastructure
and access for recreation – it is ‘green’ in the wider sense. It can make an important
contribution to health and wellbeing, and to sustainable transport planning. Leighton-Linslade
suffers considerably from congestion, which brings with it issues of air quality and time taken
to complete a journey. People travel by car to reach destinations for work, school, shopping
and other ‘utility’ reasons, as well as for recreation. The Green Wheel will provide coherent,
accessible and enjoyable alternatives to using the car for a range of journeys. Figure 4
illustrates the key leisure ‘trip generators’ in and around the parish:

Number
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Trip Generator
Rushmere Country Park
Mead Open Farm
Tiddenfoot Waterside Park
Mainline Railway Station
Leighton Buzzard (Narrow Gauge) Railway
Stations
Leighton Buzzard Town Centre
Ascott House
Canal-side Pubs

Several of these are already on or near routes that will form part of the Leighton-Linslade
Green Wheel, others can potentially be connected. In addition to these, there are also
numerous employment, school and shopping destinations that also generate significant
numbers of car journeys but could also be linked to the Green Wheel.
Leighton-Linslade is Central Bedfordshire’s largest town, and as noted above it has and
continues to expand to the south and east. Due to the historical development of cycle routes
(including those developed as part of the Cycle Town initiative), and this urban expansion, an
‘Inner Rim’ around the town centre has also been developed – this inner wheel is essentially
complete, with signage due to be completed in 2020, and forms the basis of the wider
proposals.
Figure 5 illustrates the proposed Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel, showing both existing and
proposed routes. The proposed routes have been identified through various mechanisms,
including aspirational mapping carried out by the British Horse Society (BHS), BuzzCycles,
SUSTRANS, the Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group and others. The aspirational mapping
carried out by the BHS (with the Greensand Trust) took into account a wider area, and is
illustrated in Appendix 1.
It should be noted that the proposed routes illustrated are desired alignments and should be
considered approximate – land ownership and other considerations will need to be taken into
account at all times. In addition to the Inner and Outer Rims, the various ‘spokes’ (links into
and out of the town centre) are illustrated.
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Figure 4 – Key Trip Generators
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Fig 5 – The Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel (Existing & Indicative Routes)
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The wider scope of the Green Wheel and this Masterplan includes the other green
infrastructure themes of biodiversity, heritage and landscape.
As part of this project we are seeking to increase the quality of the surrounding environment.
It is critical that this masterplan acts as a challenge to all land managers to seek to maintain
and develop the quality of the land they manage through the restoration and creation of
interconnecting habitats, including pollarded willows, hedges, and woodlands; watercourses,
wetlands and ponds. Where land is used for surface water management relating to
development, opportunities to make these more diverse and accessible features should be
utilised. The creation of ‘Green Corridors’, especially where new routes are being developed,
is vital to this. Derelict and urban fringe sites should be explored for enhancement
opportunities.
Leighton-Linslade parish is adjacent to the Greensand Country Landscape Partnership area,
a 4-year National Lottery Heritage Fund supported initiative led by the Greensand Trust and
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity to protect and enhance the landscape of the area,
and to engage people within it. Any habitats or features developed through the Green Wheel
should complement the local landscape and encourage people’s access to the wider
environment.
The Green Wheel concept should be used as a framework around which opportunities
to develop/enhance wider green infrastructure assets and engage people with them
should be taken.
When fully created, the Green Wheel will cater for both walkers and cyclists, providing
a continuous, off-road (where possible) circular route around the town, with an inner
rim within the town and various ‘spokes’ connecting these. Horse riders will be catered
for wherever possible, with appropriate links to the bridleway network, but it is
recognised some urban routes, especially the ‘inner wheel’ are not suitable for horse
riding. Some of the more engineered routes will be suitable for wheelchair users and
others that are less mobile. However, securing a number of path creations and
upgrades to provide a complete circuit for walkers, cyclists and horse riders will require
both landowner agreement and legal orders.
It is intended that the ‘inner rim’ will be completed during 2020, with the ‘outer rim’ and
‘spokes’ being delivered by 2025.
Although primarily delivering enhanced public access, the Green Wheel should also protect,
manage, enhance, and promote other Green Infrastructure assets, including biodiversity,
landscape and heritage. Routes should not create additional recreational pressures on
these assets, and the most sensitive areas should be avoided. Where possible, new
habitats, landscape features and accessible green spaces should be created to add
value to the Green Wheel, including green corridors through which routes run.
It is also intended that this document will inspire the thinking of landowners and managers in
the area to improve the visual appearance and ecological quality of land and historic
environment features in their management, seeking to widen the provision of a high quality
and attractive landscape to live and invest in. It is recognised that this is a long term plan and
that it may be some time before a complete Green Wheel is established, a plan such as this
is vital to provide a vision that all parties can work towards. It will be important to ensure that
development contributes, in the form of the design of new communities and through funding
to support delivery.
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4 STRATEGIC SUPPORT FOR THE LEIGHTON-LINSLADE GREEN
WHEEL
The Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel will help to deliver a range of objectives reaching across
several different sectors including the environment, transport and health and wellbeing. It is
therefore not surprising that it fits with and will help to deliver the objectives of a range of plans
and strategies from the national to the local level, including:











A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment (2018) is the
Government’s environmental strategy for the next 25 years, and relevant objectives
are around “connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing”
and “improving resource efficiency and reducing pollution and waste”.
The National Planning Policy Framework (updated 2019) – helping ensure transport
issues are considered early in the plan-making process.
The Central Bedfordshire Local Plan (submitted to the Secretary of State in 2018) –
strong policy support for green infrastructure including Green Wheels.
Central Bedfordshire Design Guide – identifies standards for incorporating into
development
“myjourney” – Local Transport Plan for Central Bedfordshire, incorporating its
Cycling and Walking Strategies
Central Bedfordshire Outdoor Access Improvement Plan (2013-31) – highlights
the need to invest in cycling and walking infrastructure
Leighton-Linslade Town Council 5 Year Plan (2019-24) – providing high quality
green spaces as part of a vibrant town
Leighton-Linslade Green Infrastructure Plan (2014)
Making Leighton Buzzard and Linslade a Cycling Friendly Town – BuzzCycles
Cycling Strategy for the town.

It has also been noted that during the drafting of this Masterplan the Government updated its
guidance on the Green Belt, the section on compensatory agreements is relevant here.
A more comprehensive summary of the links between this Green Wheel Masterplan and the
various strategies and policies highlighted above is included in Appendix 2.
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5

BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR THE CREATION OF THE LEIGHTONLINSLADE GREEN WHEEL

This section sets out the key principles for the creation of the Green Wheel, applicable to
existing and new routes. The following section looks more specifically at standards.
Where possible, linear routes should:















Be traffic free
Be safe and inspire confidence in users
Offer ‘easy access’ i.e. be reasonably easy to use for users with a wide range of
mobility levels, including pushchairs, wheelchairs and walking aids
Have the potential for future upgrading to multi-user routes (where not already
possible)
Have designated, safe crossing points over motorised routes provided with
signalised crossings for busier routes and tactile paving at all crossings
Provide connections between where people live and where they want to travel (for
recreational or utility/employment purposes)
Be clearly signed and easy to follow
Be well maintained
Provide enhanced user enjoyment through the provision of information boards and
benches in attractive locations
Where appropriate, provide access for horses, particularly links to existing
bridleways and sites with horse access, and filling strategic gaps in the bridleway
network
Be protected from future development. Where future development does occur, any
existing sections of the Green Wheel should remain as inner route options and new
outer sections will be created.
Take account of and minimise ecological and archaeological impacts in t its design.
Provide safe passing places on those paths with shared vehicular use
Have appropriate management of vegetation to the sides balancing conservation
aims with surveillance in busier areas.

Accessible green spaces should:









Be safe spaces that inspire confidence in visitors
Cater for a wide range of user-types (dog walkers, playing children, joggers, family
groups, older people, the less able)
Provide attractive landscapes
Be accessible on foot, cycle and wherever possible by horse, and enable linkages
within the Green Wheel (and avoid severance).
Provide opportunities for wildlife, heritage conservation and interpretation
Provide informal recreation opportunities (including playing, bird watching, etc.)
Provide interactive interpretation through information boards, play structures/
natural play environments and art features to encourage more people and a wider
audience into the countryside
Be well maintained to enhance and improve the existing environment through
collaboration with partners and communities.
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Provide opportunities for volunteer engagement

Where green spaces are of sufficient size and scope:


Provide opportunities for cycling and horse riding within the site.

The wider landscape should:





Protect, enhance and create aesthetically pleasing views
Have well maintained hedges, benefitting landscape and wildlife and allowing ease
of use of access routes
Enable interconnectivity of habitats
Protect, manage and enhance the historic environment

6 STANDARDS
To support the creation of the route within the above basic principles, a series of standards
based on national guidance have been created and used by other Green Wheels in Central
Bedfordshire. These have been assessed and adapted for the Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel,
and are contained in Appendix 3. They draw on a range of references including Department
of Transport Guidance, SUSTRANS Technical Guidance and accessibility standards. They
also incorporate standards from both Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire, noting that the county
boundary is contiguous with the western section of the Leighton-Linslade parish boundary and
some routes/options are within Buckinghamshire.
The elements included within the Standards required for the Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel
are:












Width
Surfacing – usually applied to new paths, but also relevant to upgrades of existing
surfaces
Structures – with an approach that favours only using structures (gates, bridges) as
a last resort.
Gradients
Junctions and Crossings
Signage, Waymarking and Mapping
Traffic controls
Fences & Hedges
Greenspace Standards
Maintenance
Impacts and Constraints
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7 LEGAL PROCESSES
A number of the routes that have been identified for the Green Wheel do not currently have the
appropriate legal status for the type of use envisaged. Where the proposed route uses a Public
Footpath but is identified for future use by cyclists and horse riders, the consent of the
landowner for a permissive route or a legal order to change the status of the path will be
required. In other locations, new routes have been identified which will require the creation of
a footpath, bridleway or cycletrack, as appropriate. The principle Ouzel Valley Park Steering
Group members (CBC, GST and Leighton-Linslade Town Council), will seek to ensure that the
appropriate legal process associated with physical construction works are undertaken.
It should be noted that where necessary it may be required to use ‘Compulsory Creation Orders’
to ensure that key routes are created to overcome significant gaps in the network. Use of such
orders will need to be carefully assessed on a case-by-case basis and used only as a last resort
when it is essential to the creation of a continuous route.

8

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Funding Statement
The Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel being developed and delivered by a broad partnership of
organisations and landowners, primarily through the Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group. The
partnership will seek funding from a range of sources and will explore opportunities for linking
with other transport and development schemes.
Many of the deliverables within the action plan require additional resourcing, in terms of staff
time or funding, beyond the resources allocated through the core revenue budgets.
Additional resourcing will come from a range of sources:








Other internal sources such as the CBC Capital Programme.
Leighton-Linslade Town Council
External funding sources – e.g. Landfill Tax, Lottery, Charitable Trusts
By off-setting costs through other means (e.g. the increased use of volunteers to
reduce management costs or the introduction of additional internal and external
chargeable services).
Section 106 Agreements and CBC’s Planning Obligations Strategy (to be published
2020). Local built developments will produce opportunities to fund and / or deliver
Green Wheel components.
Government Funding – via Defra, Natural England
Local fundraising (e.g. a local community in Upper Caldecote near Biggleswade
funded a section of off-road route through the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme).

Although no further ‘major’ development is identified for Leighton-Linslade in the current Central
Bedfordshire Local Plan (submitted 2019) it is acknowledged that development has contributed
to the realisation of parts of the Green Wheel, and will continue to do so. It will be especially
important to ensure that:
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Where development masterplanning work is still outstanding the Green Wheel is
taken into consideration;
All proposed development contributes (as appropriate to the type, scale and
location) and that key officers have access to clear guidance on the Green Wheel
to inform any pre-application discussions, ensuring that the Green Wheel is
considered at an early stage.
Should any ‘roll back’ of the Green Belt in Central Bedfordshire be unavoidable,
compensatory agreements must include opportunities to further develop and extend
the Green Wheel.

It should be noted that responsibility for the maintenance of Green Wheel assets, both existing
and to be created as per the Action Plan above, will be shared between Central Bedfordshire
Council, landowners and other partners.
As part of the delivery of the plan, there will be opportunities for individuals to volunteer and
gain a sense of involvement, generating pride and ‘ownership’ in local places by becoming
involved in their creation, care and promotion. We hope that it will inspire people to get out and
enjoy the network of paths and greenspaces in and around the Leighton-Linslade area, and to
become involved in maintaining and further enhancing the Green Wheel, as is happening with
the ‘Friends of the Biggleswade Green Wheel’ (and elsewhere).
Milestone
Delivery of ‘Inner Wheel’ including signage
Delivery of ‘Outer Wheel’ including signage
Delivery of key ‘Spokes’

Implementation Date
June 2020
March 2025
March 2025

A separate and significantly more detailed ‘Action Plan’ has been developed to specifically
identify the actions required to deliver each of these elements, along with who needs to be
involved in their delivery. The Action Plan is a live document and will be periodically reviewed
and updated by the Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group to update on progress and highlight any
issues affecting the delivery of the Green Wheel (on an annual basis as a minimum). The
Action Plan forms Appendix 4.

9

STATEMENT OF CONSULTATION

The Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel (LLGW) was subject to public and stakeholder consultation
during 2014 (as part of the LL GI Plan development), with over 100 people responding and
giving strong support of the Green Wheel principle. Further consultation was carried out by
BuzzCycles during 2017, which again illustrated the strong support for a Green Wheel and
helped shape this masterplan.
It is recognised that this consultation is now dated, and whilst still relevant it is noted that further
stakeholder consultation is required.
A process of consulting key stakeholders and interest groups has informed the development of
this Green Wheel Masterplan, with a ‘Summary Document’ (with link to the full Masterplan
online) being sent and/or presented to the following:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leighton-Linslade Partnership Committee (CBC and LLTC)
Adjacent Parish Councils
Buckinghamshire County Council
Aylesbury Vale District Council
Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group
SUSTRANS
Ramblers Association
British Horse Society
Central Bedfordshire and Luton Joint Local Access Forum
Major landowners/estates

Alongside this was a process of public consultation, launched at the 2019 Linslade Canal
Festival. Over 220 public and 12 stakeholder responses were received and used to inform the
final version of this Masterplan. A summary of this consultation is contained within Appendix
5. It demonstrated that there is overwhelming support for the principle of the Green Wheel
across both sets of consultees and a willingness to get involved.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1:
Aspirational Mapping for Horse Riding Routes

As noted in the main body of the report, this aspirational map (produced in 2008/9) covered a wider
area than Leighton-Linslade parish.
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Appendix 2:
Detailed summary of Strategic Support for the Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel
The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan, officially known as “A Green Future: Our 25
Year Plan to Improve the Environment” (2018) is a far-reaching, long-term strategy for the
improvement of our environment over the next 25 years, and relevant objectives are around
“connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing” and “improving
resource efficiency and reducing pollution and waste”. The strategy draws particular attention
to the improvements in both physical and mental health and wellbeing achieved through
engagement with green spaces, and to creating green infrastructure networks in our towns
and cities.
The 25 Year Environment Plan also sets in place a framework for Natural Capital planning, a
process that identifies environmental assets and the benefits they bring for people (often
referred to as ‘Ecosystem Services’) and enables the environment to be a much greater factor
in decision-making and land use planning. Access to greenspace is a key ‘ecosystem service’
that can be both measured and attributed a financial value, and the contribution Green Wheels
can make to the economy is now potentially measurable.
The National Planning Policy Framework (updated February 2019) requires transport
issues to be considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and development proposals
so that walking, cycling and public transport are identified and pursued, and that planning
policies should provide for high quality walking and cycling networks (paras 102 & 104).
The Central Bedfordshire Local Plan (as submitted to the Secretary of State in 2018) also
provides strong policy support for both GI and Green Wheels in particular:





Policy T1 – Mitigation of transport improvements on the network: Seeking a
modal shift towards sustainable forms of transport;
Policy EE1 – Green Infrastructure: Linking GI assets. Development should take
account of Green Wheel plans and parish GI plans;
Policy EE11 – The River and Waterway Network: Promote waterway and towpath/river
paths as part of the GI and open space network and encourage their use.
Policy EE12 – Rights of Way: Encourage development to protect, enhance and
promote the rights of way network

On the 22nd July 2019 an update to Government Advice on the Green Belt (Advice on the
role of the Green Belt in the Planning System) was published, and the section on
Compensatory Agreements is particularly relevant. Where it has been demonstrated that it
is necessary to release Green Belt land for development, strategic policy-making authorities
should set out policies for compensatory improvements to the environmental quality and
accessibility of the remaining Green Belt land. These may be informed by supporting evidence
of landscape, biodiversity or recreational needs and opportunities including those set out in
local strategies, and could for instance include:
•
new or enhanced green infrastructure;
•
woodland planting;
•
landscape and visual enhancements (beyond those needed to mitigate the
immediate impacts of the proposal);
•
improvements to biodiversity, habitat connectivity and natural capital;
•
new or enhanced walking and cycle routes; and
•
improved access to new, enhanced or existing recreational and playing field
provision.
19
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It should be noted that only the periphery of Leighton-Linslade that falls within Central
Bedfordshire is covered by Green Belt policy, and that there are currently no new allocated
development sites within the Green Belt. However, it will be important should any future
applications require any change to Green Belt boundaries that such compensatory
agreements are adequate and help facilitate the Green Wheel.
The Central Bedfordshire Urban Design Guide includes a section on ‘Movement and
Streets’ noting that “Off-Carriageway Cycle Tracks Off carriageway cycle tracks can create
more direct and attractive links to local facilities such as schools. They should be clear,
coherent, well integrated, open, overlooked by housing and lit. Shared cycle tracks/paths can
be used as an alternative to sharing the carriageway on higher speed or heavily trafficked
routes” and that “The design of cycle tracks should ensure they are continuous, avoiding the
need for cyclists to give way, stop or dismount. Where it is a shared use path, the track should
be sufficiently wide to accommodate pedestrians and should generally be unbounded (open
with grass on either side). Where cycle tracks border heavily trafficked or higher speed roads
they should be separated from the carriageway by a verge or hard shoulder”.
In terms of the Local Transport Plan (LTP), the formal policy document for transport setting
out the long-term framework for investment, “myjourney” is the LTP for Central Bedfordshire,
and also incorporates Cycling and Walking Strategies. Central Bedfordshire is divided up
into 10 Local Area Travel Plans, of which Leighton-Linslade is one. These identify the
evidence base and issues and solutions. It is noted that Leighton-Linslade was a Cycling
Demonstration Town selected by central Government in 2008, which sought to prove that
improved funding and bespoke, community-scale projects can have a significant impact on
cycling rates. The authority is keen to continue and develop the town’s cycling network, and
the Green Wheel provides a framework for this.
The best practice learnt through the Cycling Demonstration Town has also heavily influenced
the Central Bedfordshire Cycling Strategy which covers the period up to 2026. Its main
aim is to “Encourage more people to cycle, to cycle safely, and to cycle more often. Its
headline objective focuses on increasing the number of people cycling, with others looking to
improve the quality of the cycling environment and improve safety (and perceived safety).
These will contribute to the vision of every town benefiting from a “network of continuous cycle
routes with links extending to nearby conurbations to make cycling a realistic alternative to the
car, particularly for journeys of less than 5 miles”. The Cycling Strategy also notes several
weaknesses relevant to the Leighton-Linslade area and this Green Wheel, particularly around
incomplete networks, severance and busy roads.
The Central Bedfordshire Walking Strategy has a very similar vision to the Cycling Strategy
(but obviously relating to walking) and identifies walking as the priority mode of transport for
all journeys of less than 2 miles. It includes policies relating to town centre permeability and
encouraging walking to school, and identifies a Pedestrian Network Hierarchy, with Primary
Pedestrian Routes being key links and gateways in urban areas, and including routes between
town centres and the surrounding conurbations, transport interchanges and other trip
generators – linking closely with the Green Wheel concept.
The Central Bedfordshire Outdoor Access Improvement Plan (2013-31) highlights
deficiencies in the access networks in the area, particularly with regard to routes for cyclists
and horse riders. It highlights the need to invest in infrastructure to encourage people to take
up cycling as a realistic alternative to car journeys of less than 10 miles. It describes the
network of ‘Connecting Spaces’ as an important part of local life, facilitating access to a range
of amenities, and also notes the importance of high quality, accessible greenspaces. Green
20
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Wheels are also used as a case study/example of partnership working to establish a common
vision and jointly agreed action plan for delivery.
Central Bedfordshire Council’s Sustainable Transport Team have also produced a Travel
Choices Map for Leighton-Linslade:
https://www.cbtravelchoices.co.uk/assets/images/LeightonBuzzard.pdf
This map identifies key walking and cycling routes in and around the town. This map is based
on a previous Cycle Mapping Project and highlights the numbers of in-town links that exist in
addition to the main Green Wheel links identified in this report.
Although Leighton-Linslade Town Council are not responsible for services relating to
access routes, they are responsible for several important green spaces in the parish,
especially the town’s main parks. The “Leighton Linslade Town Council 5 Year Plan”
(2019-24), sets out how they intend to plan, monitor and improve the services it delivers to its
parish, businesses and visitors alike. As noted above, parks and green spaces are an
important component of these services, and the 5-Year Plan celebrates the success of the
Green Flag Awards and improvements to parks in terms of the provision of outdoor gym
equipment in particular. One of the Town Council’s corporate priorities for the next 5 years is
“To provide great public open spaces with varied opportunities for sport and leisure…”, and in
a wider context another is “To continue to support a vibrant town through partnership working
and initiatives”.
The Leighton-Linslade Green Infrastructure Plan (The Greensand Trust, 2014) highlights
aspirations for the local GI network (which bears a strong resemblance to the Green Wheel)
and also provides a strong basis for the Green Wheel, backed up by support expressed
through community consultation. Several of the Priority Projects identified within the GI Plan
are also key components of the Green Wheel.
In 2007 the local cycling forum, BuzzCycles, produced a Cycling Strategy (“Making Leighton
Buzzard and Linslade a Cycling-Friendly Town”) and this has been updated and revised
in the intervening period, with the most recent revision in 2018. Throughout this period the
Green Wheel has been at the heart of this strategy, which advocates the creation of an ‘inner’
Green Wheel (linking up the ‘outer urban’ areas of the town) as well as an ‘outer’ Green Wheel
around its periphery.
Leighton-Linslade parish is within the Greensand Ridge National Character Area and adjacent
to the Greensand Country Landscape Partnership (GCLP) area. GCLP is a 4-year Heritage
Lottery Funded programme, led by the Greensand Trust and Bedfordshire Rural Communities
Charity, which aims to protect and enhance the landscape and heritage of the area, and
engage people with it. The GCLP “Landscape Conservation Action Plan” includes several
cycling and walking projects within the area.
In addition, the Central Bedfordshire Council Leisure Strategy (Recreation and Open Space
Strategy) provides additional support for the use of open spaces for recreational purposes
which the Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel will promote and enable.
This work is also linked to the Central Bedfordshire Excess Weight Partnership Strategy 20162020 which Leisure and Countryside Access, Planning, Transport and Sustrans all contribute
to under Priority 1 – Creating a positive environment, Priority 2 – Children and Priority 3 –
Adults.
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Appendix 3:
Green Wheel Standards
1. Widths
For an un-segregated, shared use path, guidance generally points towards a preferred
minimum width of 3m, although a minimum width of 2m may be acceptable where usage is
low, provided there are no side constraints (i.e., there should be space to the side of the path
to use to allow passing). A greater width will provide an improved level of service.

Shared use path
Footpath links

Standard

Minimum

3m
2.5m

2.5m
2m

Where width is
physically restricted*
2m
1.5m

*Restricted access will usually be where all or part of the route is using a pre-existing alley
way or where there are other significant structures which physically prevent the allocation of
a greater width. Paths should conform to the general policy in as far as possible. Where there
are localised intrusions and/or short lengths over which the path would be less than 2m wide
this may be acceptable depending on the circumstances.
In keeping with the Green Wheel principles, where possible the route should be set within a
landscape and wildlife corridor; and not be limited to the width of a path.
2. Surfacing standards for new paths:
It is anticipated that the Green Wheel routes will have a range of surfacing types. This range
of surfacing will form a hierarchy of standards based on the level of expected use, landscape
sensitivity and other factors. The optimum level of surface should always be sought for the
expected level of use:
Level 1: Bound surface – e.g. Bit Mac TarMac
Level 2: Unbound surface – e.g. road planings and granite dust blinding (the latter element is
especially important in ensuring there isn’t any loose material causing problems for horse
riders and cyclists in particular.
Level 3: a) Reinforced grass
b) Well maintained farm track
Level 4: Rolled/consolidated grass or compacted suitable ground
Routes which are more urban in setting and expected to have high levels of use should be
Level 1 (Level 2 minimum). Routes which are more rural in setting and expected to have lower
levels of use could be Levels 3 and 4.
3. Structures
Structures will be required at many locations for a range of purposes including, stock control,
crossing watercourses / highways / rail networks, limiting unauthorised/ vehicular access and
safety (to reduce speed at junctions with roads).
With the exceptions of highway safety, barriers, including motor cycle/ staggered/ kissing
gates, should only be a last resort. They should only be used to address actual problems, not
to alleviate fears of future potential problems. They should only be installed when other
methods have been considered or trialled and been discounted, or have proven to be
ineffective. Even when a barrier is installed, it should ideally only be in place for a limited
period until the problem has stopped or considerably reduced.
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Design solutions should minimise the obstacle to legitimate users as barriers which stop
motorcyclists are likely to also exclude wheelchair / mobility scooter users, parents with prams
and pushchairs, some users with mobility impairments (for example, sticks and crutches) and
some visually impaired people.
4. Gradients
Green Wheel routes should be designed to achieve a maximum gradient of 3% with the
absolute maximum 5% for lengths up to 100m. On the approach to priority junctions this should
not exceed 3%. Where steeper slopes are unavoidable the limiting gradient is 7% for lengths
up
to
30m.
5. Junctions and road crossings
Where Green Wheel routes meet or cross the public highway, extra consideration to safety
must be given; and Road Safety Officers consulted. Clear signage must be provided, for both
users of the Green Wheel and the public highway. Dependent upon sight lines, gradients and
other local factors, structures and / or road markings may be required to reduce the speed of
users of the Green Wheel on approaches to roads and pavements.
Dropped kerbs and sensory paving at road crossings should be used to improve ease of use
and safety, improving comfort for all users, especially cyclists and pushchair/ wheelchair
users.
6. Signage, way marking and mapping
Signage for the Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel should be clear, informative and consistent.
A Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel symbol/ logo and colour scheme will be utilised similar to
that used elsewhere in Central Bedfordshire. This will bring consistency not just within
Leighton-Linslade but also in terms of Central Bedfordshire Council’s approach, in line with its
other Green Wheels in the east of its area. The ‘Inner Wheel’ will use the same signage design
but in a different colour, as will ‘spokes’. It is noted that the existing logo adopted elsewhere
does not acknowledge horse riding, and a design revision will be considered for those sections
that also offer viable horse-riding routes.
Proposed Signage Example:

Signposts should be used at all junctions and access points to the ‘rim’ of the Green Wheel.
Destinations and distances, both into town along key ‘spokes’ and around the ‘rim’ will be
identified.
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Waymarking should be used to supplement the main signage and should provide directional
information. Waymarking should be undertaken in accordance with CBC’s Countryside
Access Waymarking Policy. Additional information about the Green Wheel, including a map
of the entire Green Wheel, will be provided at key access points.
The issues of signage, waymarking and mapping, along with identity, marketing, promotion
and information provision will be addressed more fully in a supporting guidance document (to
be produced once this document is adopted).
7. Fencing and hedges
The route of the Green Wheel should be aesthetically pleasing, wherever possible maintaining
a ‘green’ setting through appropriate planting and landscaping.
Planting and landscaping requirements will vary greatly around the Green Wheel, influenced
primarily by available space and degree of rural/ urban setting.
All planting along the ‘rim’ and the more rural ‘spokes’ should be of native, locally distinctive
species. Planting within more urban settings should be decided with robustness and
maintenance as key factors.
Wherever possible, Green Wheel routes should not be ‘fenced-in’, with users having a feeling
of being contained or ‘funnelled’. However, at certain access points and other areas, such as
where stock is grazing or for safety, fencing will be required (although the route and adjacent
land should provide a wider corridor feel).
Fencing specifications should be robust and in keeping with their immediate setting. In
general, rural settings should have timber fencing which should be of a similar design to any
adjacent existing fencing. Where no existing fencing is present, posts should measure a
minimum 125mm x 75mm and rails 100 x 50mm.
Fencing specifications in more urban settings will be determined by primary function (safety,
security, etc), but in all cases should be as attractive as possible and in-keeping with
surrounding structures.
8. Green space standards
Green spaces forming the Green Wheel will range from linear paths and corridors, through
amenity greenspaces to natural and semi-natural open spaces in the wider countryside. All
components of the Green Wheel should deliver multiple green infrastructure benefits – linking
and maximising the quality and value of access, landscape, biodiversity and heritage. Green
space owners will be supported to work towards the following standards, whereby sites:











will be clearly signposted to and from the Green Wheel and the wider network
will be welcoming and clean and safe
may incorporate public realm features (e.g. sculptures)
will provide seating, in both sunny and shaded areas
will have a naturalistic appearance
will have attractive views out of or across the site
make good use of topography, space and planting
protect, manage and provide opportunities for interpreting the historic environment
provide informal and engaging activities for people of all ages
seek to maximise ecological value and opportunities
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It is suggested that wherever possible, especially where new routes are created, that these
are set within a Green Corridor of a minimum 10m width to provide an attractive and multifunctional setting, capable of delivering wider benefits for nature, landscape, noise mitigation,
pollution mitigation and other functions.
It is noted that several of the green spaces associated with the Green Wheel (managed by
either Leighton-Linslade Town Council or Central Bedfordshire Council) have achieved Green
Flag status, indicating a high quality of facilities and management. Green Flag status should
be the aspiration for all sites on the Green Wheel where applicable.
9. Maintenance
To guarantee maximum value, use and longevity of the Green Wheel once it is developed, it
will need to be maintained to a good condition to keep the width and to encourage people to
use it. Ongoing maintenance work will have to include verge cutting and surface spraying for
which revenue funding will be required.
Careful consideration should be given, when any planting or landscaping is proposed, to
ensure that it will not become a problem in the future. Where appropriate, a sealed surface
should be considered at the development stage to reduce maintenance liabilities in the future.
It should be noted that responsibility for the maintenance of some Green Wheel assets, both
existing and to be created as per the Action Plan above, will be with Central Bedfordshire
Council. Maintenance of other assets will need to be agreed with landowners and other
partners
10. Impacts and Constraints
It is acknowledged that the implementation of any of these above standards have the potential
to have a negative impact upon features of ecological, heritage or landscape value. Such
features may be both assets and constraints on an individual site or wider landscape level,
and the application of standards for the creation and maintenance of the Green Wheel
infrastructure may need to be amended accordingly.
Other sources of information on standards that have been used to develop the above include:
Sustrans Shared Routes
Sustrans Technical Guidelines
DoT/Cycle England Design Guidance
Promoting Countryside Access for Disabled People: http://www.fieldfare.org.uk/?page_id=21
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Appendix 4:
The Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel Action Plan
This Action Plan is to be read in conjunction with the Map below it. It is the first draft of an Action Plan and has been developed by CBC Transport and
Highways Development. It will be updated on an ongoing basis, with reporting to the Ouzel Valley Park Steering Group.
Key:
Stage 0= pre-feasibility

1=feasibility

Cost PE=Preliminary Estimate

Scheme

NCN6 (towpath) to
Rushmere Park on an
alignment adjacent to
Old Linslade Road

2=outline design

E = Estimate

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

1

3=detailed design 4=awaiting funding

5=awaiting construction

TC=Target Cost

Stage

0

Difficulty

High

Cost

Funding

PE=£400k

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

Leisure - H
Utility - L

Outer Wheel

<=7 years
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Scheme

NCN6 (towpath) to
Linslade Wood /
Soulbury Road

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

2

Stage

0

Difficulty

High

Cost

Funding

PE=£300k

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Leisure - H

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

<=5 years

Utility – L
Outer Wheel

Derwent Road
connecting BW53 to
BW52 utilising FP58

3

0

Low
technical
difficulty

PE=£250k

Leisure - H
Utility – L

Outer Wheel

Stoke Road to BW53
(Linslade Wood)

4

CBC

<5 years,
assuming 2 year
lead in for
compulsory
creation of RoW

0

Low

PE= £60k

Leisure - H
Utility – M

Outer Wheel

27

<3 years
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Scheme

Path through Knaves
Hill (behind Rowley
Furrows)

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

5

Stage

0

Difficulty

Low

Cost

Funding

PE=£300k

Usage

Leisure - H

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

<5 years

Utility – M
Inner Wheel

Leopold Road
Contraflow and path to
Rock Lane

6

1

Low

PE=£35k

LTP ITB

Leisure - M
Utility – M

<3 years

*

Inner Wheel

Routes through
Bideford Green

7

0

Low

PE=660k

Leisure - H
Utility – M

Outer Wheel /

<5 years
*

Inner Wheel /
Spokes

28

*
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Scheme

Rock Lane (BW52)
Bridleway surface
upgrade

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

8

Stage

0

Difficulty

Low

Cost

Funding

PE=£60k

Usage

Leisure - H

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

<3 years

Utility – M
Outer Wheel

Link to Railway Station
via Stephenson Close

9

0

High

PE=£150k

Leisure - M
Utility – H

< 5 years

Spoke

Orchard Drive to
Railway Station

10

0

Low

PE=£50

Leisure - L

<3 years

Utility – H
Spoke

White Bridge and
Mentmore Recreation

11

0

High

PE=£400

Leisure - M

29

<7 years
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Scheme

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

Stage

Difficulty

Cost

Funding

Ground to Parsons
Close

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

*

*

Utility – H
Spoke

Green Bridge to
Grovebury Road

12

PE = £200
5

Leisure - H
Utility – H

Low

<3 years
Leisure
Services

Inner Wheel
Highways
Medium

Grovebury Road to
Bellona Drive

13

0

Med

PE=£75k

Leisure - M

<5 years

Utility – H
Spoke

Chartmoor Road

14

5

Med

PE=£350k

Leisure - L
Utility – H

30

<3 years

Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel Masterplan: January 2020

Scheme

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

Stage

Difficulty

Cost

Funding

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

*

*

Inner Wheel

Eden Way

15

0

Med

PE=£50k

Leisure - L

<7 years

Utility – H
Spoke

Cooper Drive to Pages
Park and around to
cycle path

16

5

Med

PE=£25k

Leisure - M

<3 years

Utility – M
Spoke

Alongside Narrow
Gauge Railway from
Marley fields to
Meadway

17

0/5

Med

PE=£300

Leisure - M
Utility – H

Inner Wheel

31

<3 years
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Scheme

NG Railway to
Clipstone Brook along
Hockliffe Road

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

18

Stage

0

Difficulty

Low

Cost

Funding

PE=£80k

Usage

Leisure - L

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

< 5 years

Utility – M
Spoke

Clipstone Brook from
Meadow Way to
Clipstone Park new
development

19

0

Med

PE=£100k

Leisure - L

<5 years

Utility – M
Spoke

Woodman Close /
Clipstone Brook path

20

PE=£180k
1

Leisure - H

< 7 years

Utility – H

High

Spoke

Meadway

21

PE=£100k
5

Leisure - L
Utility – H

Low

Inner Wheel

32

< 3 Years
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Scheme

Cotefield Drive to
Sandy Lane

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

22

Stage

0

Difficulty

High

Cost

Funding

PE=£100k

Usage

Leisure - H

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

< 5 Years

Utility – L
Inner Wheel

Sandy Lane to
Rushmere

23

0

Med

PE=£80k

Leisure - H

< 3 years

Utility – L
Spoke

Firs Path

24

0

Low

PE=£75k

Leisure - H

<3 years

Utility – L
Spoke

Shenley Hill Road from
Eastern Distributor

25

0

Med

PE=£100k

Leisure - M
Utility – M

33

< 7 Years
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Scheme

Road junction to Tamar
Walk

Grovebury Road link
connecting Parsons
Close and Black Bridge
paths

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

Stage

Difficulty

Cost

Funding

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

Spoke

26

0-5

High

PE=£150k

Leisure - M
Utility – H

<3 years

Spoke
<5 years

<3 years

New bridge over river
from Firs Path to NCN6
towpath near swing
bridge

27

0

Med

PE=£250k

Leisure - H
Utility – L

Outer Wheel

34

< 7 years
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Scheme

Old Toilets access to
towpath at Leighton
Road

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

28

Stage

1

Difficulty

Med

Cost

Funding

PE=£150k

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

Leisure - M
Utility – H

<3 years

Leisure - H

<7 years

*

Spoke
Malcolm’s underpass
and southern route
along river to White
Bridge

29

0

High

PE=£150k

Utility – H

*

Spoke

Soulbury Road

30

0

Med

PE=250k

Leisure - M

<5 years

Utility – H
Spoke

Bridge over WCML and
Railway Station

31

2

High

PE=£2m

Leisure - H
Utility – H

35

Network Rail

<3 years

*
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Scheme

Shenley Hill Road to
Linslade Road

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

-

Stage

0

Difficulty

High

Cost

Funding

Usage

Leisure – H

PE=£400k

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

< 7 years

Utility - L
Outer Wheel

Eastern Link Road to
Astral Park lake

-

0

Med

Leisure – M

PE=£300k

<5 years

Utility – H
Outer Wheel &
Spoke

Astral Park lake to
Theedway

-

0

High

Leisure – H

PE=£300k

< 5 years

Utility - H
Outer Wheel

Rock Lane Bridleway to
Mentmore Road

-

0

High

Leisure – H

PE=>£2m

36

< 7 Years

Leighton-Linslade Green Wheel Masterplan: January 2020

Scheme

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

Stage

Difficulty

Cost

Funding

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

*

*

Utility - L
Outer Wheel

Grovebury Road to
A505 Agricultural
Overbridge

-

5

Low

Leisure – M

PE=£250k

Utility - L

< 3 years

Leisure – L

< 5 Years

Outer Wheel

Chartmoor Road to
Theedway

-

0

High

PE=£100k

Utility - H
Spoke

Billington Road

-

3/5

Low

PE=£750k

S106

Inner Wheel &

Leisure – M
Utility - H

37

< 3 years
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Scheme

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

Stage

Difficulty

Cost

Funding

Usage

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L

Spoke

Astral Park Lake

-

0

Low

Leisure – H

PE=£250k

< 5 Years

Utility - M
Outer Wheel

Eastern Links

-

0

Med

Leisure – M

PE=£200k

Utility - H
Spokes

Eastern Link Road

Outer Wheel

5

Low

PE=£250k

S278

Leisure – H

< 3 Years

Utility - M

Rushmere Park

-

0

Med

PE=£150k

Leisure H
Utility - M

Spoke

38

< 3 Years
*
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Scheme

Meadway to Hockliffe
Road

BuzzCycles
Ref (see map)

-

Stage

0

Difficulty

Low

Cost

PE=£80k

Funding

S106

Usage

Leisure H

Design /
Delivery
Agency

Timescales

< 3 Years

Utility - H
Spoke

Vandyke Road to
Garnia Drive

-

0

Low

PE=£80k

Leisure - M

< 5 years

Utility - M
Spoke

Wing Road to Mardle
Road

-

0

Med

Leisure – H

PE=£75k

Utility - H
Spoke

39

< 3 Years

L

L

A

E

N

G

D

A
L
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Appendix 5:
Consultation Summary
See separate document.
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